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The 17 million inhabitants of the three Scandinavian countries almost all 
live in the southern part. They speak closely related and partly mutually 
intelligible languages and have a strong feeling of a shared cultural identity.



Copenhagen, has developed a biking and pedestrian friendly city, placing it 
in a unique position among developed metropolitan cities, but also invests 
significantly in public transit We first take a journey to it together with 
Canadian photographer, Heidi Hollinger.

Copenhagen’s driverless mini-metro. 



Waterfront Cities - Copenhagen  
By Heidi Hollinger http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwktOviRtcQ

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uwktOviRtcQ


Danish city planners have found strong economic arguments for 
strengthening the bicycle culture. However, equally important 
arguments are what it does to strengthening the cultural, physical and 
mental health of a city.



"You think well when riding, so it's a great way 
to start and end the working day. You separate 
from your work before coming home to the 
kids. You can smell spring and scents of pizzerias 
and coffee bars, which cannot be in a car. Many 
people use the bicycle as a mental relief.”



A major part of the city’s fabric is the many pedestrian zones



Research estimates a DKr 1 billion health 
benefit from active lifestyles, much of it but 
not exclusively related to biking.  



Learning from Copenhagen: “Some people have tried to paint bike lanes as 
elitist, which is really hard to believe because [the bicycle] is the most 
affordable way to get around town other than walking, and it’s really heavily 
used by a wide range of social and ethnic groups.” Jeanette Sadik-Khan, 
NYC Transport Commissioner, 2007-2013.

Times Square goes green



Other Nordic cities: Congestion ring around Stockholm, here shown an 
electronic toll station at Liljeholmen. It reduced car traffic with 20% in 
central Stockholm and is estimated to have produced 600 mio SKr (≈C
$90 mio) in social savings.



Helsinki Regional Transport Authority's last year rolled out a strikingly 
innovative minibus service called Kutsuplus. Kutsuplus lets riders specify 
their own desired pick-up points and destinations via smartphone; these 
requests are aggregated, and the app calculates an optimal route that 
most closely satisfies all requests. 



Today, focus of expanding wind power is on offshore wind farms.



Screenshot of the Danish power system which can be seen in live progress 
on the Internet @ http://energinet.dk/Flash/Forside/UK/index.html. During 
the first half of 2014, wind power supplied 41% of electricity.

http://energinet.dk/Flash/Forside/UK/index.html


Denmark never adopted nuclear power. However, Sweden, 
unbelievably, built the Barsebäck Nuclear Power Station only 28 km 
away from Copenhagen’s city centre. After long time pressure from 
the Danish government, it was finally decommissioned in 2005. 

Photo of Barsebäck Nuclear Power Station taken from Copenhagen



Significant characteristics of the Nordic countries are high social 
mobilities and low income inequalities.



A root problem in Canada is its first-past-the-post election system, which 
creates a very divisive, ‘winner-takes-all’ political environment. At the 
municipal level of governance, it has, coupled with the strange prohibition 
against parties, created a dysfunctional assembly of individuals, who, due to 
the power of incumbency, when first elected face little accountability.

Chaos in the Toronto city council during Ford’s illustrious reign as mayor.



A council is elected by proportional voting and meets biweekly. Seven 
mayors, the council’s only full time members, lead the seven permanent 
committees in which most of the work takes place. The position of the 
Lord Mayor and which committee the different parties will lead 
depends of the parties’ electoral strength. Though 12 advisory district 
boards citizens and their local concerns connect to the council. 

Copenhagen City Council.



After the attack Oct. 22 on Parliament Hill, Ontario Premier Kathleen 
Wynne, called Prime Minister Stephen Harper. It was divulged that this 
was the first time they spoke to each other in more than six months, a 
testament to the lack of cooperation between the different levels of 
government that Canada’s divisive political climate has resulted in.

Kathleen Wynne on trade mission in China



The social utility of private goods and services are dependent upon the 
existence of publicly provided fixed and social infrastructures. The utility of 
the cars shown here is enhanced by the existence of a 17 km long bridge 
across the Great Belt separating East and West Denmark.



It is often said that economics is a study in choices. In North America the 
choice has been to create low-tax societies with resulting high inequalities 
that works for the economic elite but are creating increasing 
dysfunctionalities for the rest. 

In Scandinavia, the choice has been to create societies with high taxes, less 
economic inequalities, and a focus on liveability and sustainability, as the 
Copenhagen example epitomizes. 

Copenhagen Commute Toronto Commute
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See you next Time

Copenhagen main walking street


